
with Frank & Daphne   Sep – Oct  2018



Why Crete?



The Islands



The bikes
and gear



Athens 
Transportation

Most ferries to
Islands

leave from
Piraeus

Athens Airport 
is 35km

from city 
centre



Athens 
Transportation

Bicycles are NOT allowed on the Metro or buses

They ARE allowed on the sub-urban train
Direct service from Airport to Piraeus

Convenient walkway from terminal building
to the Metro/train station



Athens suburban train service 

https://www.trainose.gr/en/passenger-activity/suburban-railway/athens-suburban-railway/


Athens 
Transportation



Arriving in 
Piraeus

Piraeus Port

Train station

Metro station



Piraeus



Bikes on 
Ferries

There are 3 types of Greek ferries –

 Car/passenger ferries

 Larger high-speed catamarans

 Smaller catamarans

Bicycles can be taken on car ferries but

NOT on the high-speed passenger ferriesX



Ferry from Piraeus to Paros



Antiparos



Ferry from Paros to Santorini



The road up from the port, 
Santorini



Santorini

Fira

Oia



Ferry from
Santorini to Crete

Sep 18th

Special deck for bikes
and motorbikes



260 km wide          (~340 km to drive across)
12-60 km north-south

Population 630,000





Samaria Gorge



Cycling on 
Crete

You won’t find……….

Cycle paths or established cycle routes

Big rivers or canals

Long sections of flat cycling

Campgrounds every 20 km (like on the 
Loire)

Trains or buses to take your bike on



Cycling on 
Crete

You will find……

Miles of quiet roads
Lots of hills
Many mountains and gorges
Characterful, authentic villages
Hospitable people
Good food
Amazing beaches
Good campgrounds
Moderate prices
Numerous historical sites



Car
Boat
Bicycle    ~ 550 km     15 cycling days    (26 days duration)

Our routes



Minoan Civilization

• Bronze Age Aegean civilization
• First European civilization
• Crete and other Aegean Islands
• 3000 BC to 1450 BC
• ended around 1100 BC
• First excavations at Knossos in 1900
• Named after King Minos
• More reading

https://www.ancient.eu/Minoan_Civilization/




Knossos Palace and 
Heraklion Archaeological Museum 







Ready
to

Ride!



Cycle Day 1           Disaster! 56km

Sep 20th



Missing pannier!



Sisi Campground

A nice end to
Day 1
in Sisi

http://www.sisicamping.gr/component/option,com_frontpage/Itemid,1/lang,en/


Cycle Day 2       Climb to Lasithi Plateau         22km





Taking a break



This plane tree in Krasi is
over 2000 years old

Wild camp in an olive grove on Day 2



Our olive grove

The pass



Day 3      Reaching the Plateau       56 Km

Lasithi Plateau



The Lasithi Plateau

Psychro Cave



Lasithi Plateau in the Fall







Agios Nikolaos



A side trip by car



Kritsa Village





Cycling Day 4       The Libyan Sea        66 km



Gournia Minoan village

Gulf of 
Mirabello



The Libyan Sea at Koutsounari
and some stormy weather



Gale Force Winds
and a day in camp



Cycling Day 5
Along the sea, lots of greenhouses       47 km





Cycling Day 6      More ocean vistas       16 km 







Tsoutouros



Chillin’ in Tsoutsouros Sat Sep 29th





Cycling Day 7    Switchbacks & Great Hospitality   50 km



The climb up from Tsoutsouros



Village Hospitality

Over the hill



FOOD







Sfakia pie



Cycling Day 8     History & Hippies     30 km



Gortyn
Archaeological Site

Ancient Roman settlement
Law Code of Gortyn

Translation of the Law Code of Gortyn

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/ancient/450-gortyn.asp


Matala



Red Beach, Matala



Cycling Day 9    “Camping No Problem”    31 km



Agia Galini



Cycling Day 10    Headwind, gorge and gravel 49 km



Kourtaliotiko Gorge





The end of Day 10



Preveli Beach

Hike over the headland





Saved by a boat



“Cycling” Day 11       Cheating



Oct 8th Thanksgiving Day



Raki

Crete’s 
symbol of 

friendship and 
hospitality



Cycling Day 12  Character-Building!    29 km



Leaving Plakias









Francocastelli



Cycling Day 13      Short ride to Hora Sfakion 15 km



“Cycling” Day 14   Boat and Beach camping



The village of Loutro



Beach camping at Sougia









Hiking 
to Lissos



Cycling Day 15        South to north      66 km





Cycling Day 16    History and Remembrance    40 km

Oct 16th



German Military Cemetery at Maleme



Chania

10 Days of Family time touring western Crete



*

Balos Beach



Elos
Chestnut Festival



Elafonisi



Day 17      Going out in style!    46 km

Oct 28th



Stavros  and scene from “Zorba the Greek”



The Raki Party



Souda Cemetery





Car
Boat
Bicycle    ~ 550 km     15 cycling days    (26 days duration)

Our routes



Camping

Average price  16-20 euros for 1 tent and 2 adults
(open ~ May 1 – Oct 31)



Chania Campground

Kitchen and dining area in Koutsounari

Koutsounari campground

Matala



Camping No Problem, Agia Roumelli Camping Apollonia, Plakias



Crete Weather



Sisi camping
Chania Camping
Camping Koutsounari
Camping No problem, Agia Gallini

Greek Travel Pages good for planning ferry routes
Santorinidave.com Great website about Greek ferries
Ferryhopper One of the best websites for ferry info and booking

Daphne’s YouTube Videos

Cycle Touring Crete and a Taste of Santorini Episode 1
Cycle Touring Crete Episode 2

LINKS

http://www.sisicamping.gr/content/view/18/34/lang,en/
https://www.camping-chania.gr/
http://www.camping-koutsounari.gr/
https://gogalini.com/camping
https://www.gtp.gr/RoutesForm.asp
https://santorinidave.com/greek-ferries
https://www.ferryhopper.com/en/
https://youtu.be/TkAviuh0d7A
https://youtu.be/v15Bd1s-oQA

